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Digital Inequality, Age and Social Class
Questions Chapter 7
Discussion questions
1. This chapter has presented the concept of economic, social and cultural capital. How might one signify these different types online, say in an SNS profile/
Social capital is signified by the connection of people online. For instance, if you have a brother working far apart, connections online can make you secure the job.
Cultural capital is the set of knowledge and skills that signifies someone’s social class to others. Cultural capital can be signified through accessing online education using different platforms.
Economic capital is the knowledge required to first acquire technology. Economic capital is signified online through acquiring software and hardware of different computers.
2. Imagine you need to find out whether your headaches are part of a chronic condition or something more minor. How would you go about figuring this out? What kind of literacies would be required?
Exercise
Make a map or a timeline of the human life cycle. What particular tension occurs at each stage? List these above the timeline. Then below the timeline, list the technologies, practices and platforms that people may use to address them?
The life of a human being is cyclic and at each stage, important activities occurred.

In childhood when the child is joining early schooling, the child is faced with issues of identity.
Childhood
Children use television and digital media such as the internet to address the issue of identity facing them. They also form peer relationships helping in solving identity issues.

They are faced with friendship and participation issues. They are also affected to define literacy.
Teens
Use genres of media presentation such as remix, video blogs and webcomics to overcome the tension.

Face issues of maintaining social communication and reducing autonomy.
Parents
They use phones to overcome the tension of autonomy and insufficient social communication as they communicate with people.
 Experience the digital divide due to lack of access to social media and the gender gap 
Elderly
There is a study of an elderly computer helping in reducing the gap based on gender.





Chapter 8
1. Can someone change their identity through performance? Why or why not? Give an example to illustrate your point
It true someone can change his identity through performance. Someone can lack the experience to handle certain things, but due to frequent performance, the identity can be changed. For instance, Bill has no information about operating computers because he is illiterate. But his frequent performance on computers changed his identity from being computer illiterate to computer literate.
2. Is homophily always a good or a bad thing? Discuss an instance where it may be helpful to group members and one case where it may be harmful
Homophily is the state of interaction between people who are alike. Homophily is bad since it does not allow the gain of new ideas on technology for the people involved. Homophily is helpful to group members where discrimination based on race as shown is social media is practiced since homophily will be providing security for the discriminated group. On the same note, homophily is harmful since it does not allow effective learning of other people's culture, thus stagnating the social learning process.
3. What is hate speech/? Do you think it should be treated the same way as or different from regular speech? If so, why or why not?
Hate speech is defined as speech that attacks, threatens or insults persons or groups based on religion, race, gender, sexual orientation or nationality. Hate speech should not be treated as regular speech since it causes disunity in the world, leading to hatred and discrimination.

Exercises
1. Pick a controversy about race that has occurred within the past year. What was the timeline of the controversy and what role did social media play in the controversy? What publics around the issue formed and how did they use social media?
There is a controversy between the whites and the blacks which happened around the 1900s due to race discrimination.  Social media played a significant role in outlining the controversy that existed between the blacks and the whites. For instance, there was the formation of the black twitter for identifying the blacks, thus race plays a social role in identity construction. Also, people have used the internet to reaffirm and affirm racial identity across the world, carting race controversy.
2. Choose five female and five male celebrities with a social media presence. Collect and analyze data from their social media performance and evaluate the comments from others to celebrities online. What are the differences, if any, between female and male celebrities? Why do you think there are differences?
Female celebrities: Beyonce, Jennifer Aniston, Scarlett Johansson, Rihana and Jessica Alba.
Male celebrities: Ryan Gosling, Channing Tatum, Zac Efron, Brad Pitt and Reynolds.
They are well known popular people within the world in different areas. Both male and female celebrities have the same qualities.
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